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REPORT 
Januarj 7, 1924. 

To the llonomhh' Albert G. Hitrlde, 
(iorc.nwr of Manjland. 

Dear Sir: 

A special committw uppoiutcd l>y the Bar Association of 
Baltimore City conferred with a similar committee of the 
Supreme Bench; iiinl after making recommendations appli- 
cable solely to Baltimore City, reported as follows on Decem- 
ber the third, 1921: 

"Now, the above, as we have stated, are in the main 
emergency remedies; but we believe that the time has 
coane for the re-organization of onr whole judicial sys- 
tem. It is a well-known fact, that our State is falling 
behind in the administration of justice. Our decisions 
have lost their uniformity and certainty. We believe 
that a committee of the ablest men in this State should, 
be appointed by the Governor to study carefully our 
whole judicial system and methods for its improvement. 
This would include the advisability vel nan of a State- 
wide Judiciary, a Municipal Court for Baltimore City 
and corresponding County Courts for the rest of the 
State, Courts of Conciliation, the expensive work of our 
Orphans' Courts, real salaries for our Judges, a State- 
wide Court of Appeals, methods of decisions in appellate 
courts, and all matters relating to the prompt and fair 
and uniform administration of jitstice. 

(Signed)    "GEORGE WEEMS WILLIAMS, 

CHAKLES F. HAELEY, 

SAMUEL K. DENNIS, 

CommiHee." 



• This rvport rosnlU'il in the passage of Joint Resolution 
No. 8 bv the Geuoral Asseniblv of 1922: 

-K)INT IJESOLITTION No. 8. 

PROVIDING for the appointment by the Governor of 
Mnrvlnml. of a Commission to study carefully our 
whole jiidicinl system and methods for its improve- 
ment, nml report to the next General Assembly. 

WHKUKAS. The inaintenanee of the highest standards 
in the administration of justice is of the utmost impor- 
tance to our State; 

Now. therefore, be it 

I'fsohwil hi/ the (Irnrral Assembly of Maryland, That 
a Commission, to bo known as the "Judiciary Commis- 
sion."" not exceeding hventy-one in number, be appointed 
by the Governor of Maryland, to serve without compen- 
sation, for the purpose of studying carefully, the wbole 
judicial system of this State and methods for its im- 
provement, and the Commission shall report the result 
of its labors to the General Assembly of 1924. 

The Committee was duly appointed, and entered upon its 
work. After several meetings :i sub-committee was selected 
by the Committee to give special study to the subject and 
report to the General Committee. This special Committee 
consisted of Charles MeH. Howard, Chairman; F. Neal 

Parke, Philip B. Perlman, Walter H. Buck and Charles F. 
Harley. After careful study a report was agreed upon, Mr. 
F. Neal Parke regretting that he was unable to concur in all 
of the recommendations of said report.    On December the 



tAvonf.y-umfcli, IU2-", tlio Oomnn'ttoe at large passed upon this 
report as follows: 

For AppmrnJ—SVLV.W IIAVKS LAUCHHEIMER, 

N'KK.VON COOK, 

-IOTIN M. REQITAKDT, 

• 1.   ijMAlU   MCLANAHAIV, 

('IIAI;I.I:S   McH.   Ilowuii), 

PHILIP B.   PF.KLMAN, 

WAETKI! II. BUCK, 

CHABLES  F. IIAELEY, 

Agaiitxl Ajtproml—V   NEAL PARKE, 

1 JKJ.MAS   H.   HOBINSON, 

SAMTFIE K. DENNIS, 

JACOB ROHEBACK, 

JOHN B. GTRAY, SB., 

ALEXANDER ARMSIRONQ. 

Thegeiitleiiicn disswiting agreed neither with those approv- 

ing the report nor among themselves. Mr. Parke presented 

a separate plan. .Mr. Cray thought five judges for the Court 

of Appeals enough and favored the limitation of the labors 

of this Oourt to appellate work; but disapproved other parts 

of the report, ami approved some of the provisions of Mr. 

Parke's plan. Mr. Dennis approved of neither the present 

system nor that of the sub committee nor the plan of Mr. 

Parke. He thought there ought to be fewer circuits with 

an appellate court without nisi pvius work.    Mr. Rohrback 
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d eel a red in fa\oi- of the present system. Mr. Eobinson was 
against any chaiurc except the addition to tho Court of Ap- 
peals of IMIC judge from Baltimore City. Mr. Armstrong 
made a motion (which was not seconded) that the report be 
amended so as to provide for seven judges instead of five in 
the Court of Appeals. 

We enclose the report ami tho plnu mf Mi". Pai'ho for trans- 
missiou to tho Legislature. 

Your obedient servants, 

VEKHOST COOK, 

JOHN M. REQUAKDT, 

J.  CBAIO MCLANAIIAN, 

SYLVAN HAYKS LAUCHHEIMEB, 

CHARLES MCH. HOWARD, 

PHILIP B. PERLMAN, 

CHARLES F. HARLET, 

WALTER H. BUCK, 



LETTER OF SUB-COMMITTEE ACCOMPANYING 
ITS   REPORT. 

The S-poeiiil CimuniUco- sulmiits its report herewith for the 
consideratioii of the Jiidiciary Commission. 

The Jndicial System in this State has remained practically 
unchanged since the ('unstitution of 1867. Meanwhile the 
State lias grown very much, both in population and resources. 
For these misons, and also because of the complication of 
modern coniineirial and industrial developments, the business 
of the Courts has incmised liotii in volume and complexity. 
The Cimi'ts nmst lie equipped to take care of tbese changed 
conditions. 

First of all. there i< no head tit the Judicial System in 
this State, ami no officer is charged with the duty of seeing 
whelher the syslem is working jn-opcrly or not. We think the 
Chief ,lvidge of Ihe Court at Appeals should l>e. the head of 
the State's Judicial System, and have so provided in the plan. 
At the present time the Chief .judge of the Court, of Appeals 
is merely the presiding -Indgo in that Court, with the rigbt to 
sit hchnv in the trial of eases only in that Circuit in which ho 
is elected. We think the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals 
should have the right to sit in any Court in this State. He 
should also be charged with the duty of reporting to the Gov- 
ernor or the General Assembly concerning the workings of 
the Judicial System in this State. 

Wo roeonimcnd that the Court of Appeals be composed of 
five Judges, chosen from any part of the State and not by 
circuits, and we do not believe that the Appellate Judges 
should do Circuit Court work as such. We do believe, how- 
ever, that the Chief Judge of the Court of Apjveals should 
have the eight to assign any of the Judges of the Cburt of 
Appeals to do trial work where such a course seems expedient. 
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He should aim have the right mider rules to be adopted by 

the t'nnrt of Appeals to assign Circuit. Court Judges from one 

circuit to auotber to help out in the work there, and no such 

power exists anywhere at the present time. 

This proposal as to the Court of Appeals is not a new one, 

except as to the number of the Judges. As far back as 1908 

a Coimuittee of the Maryland State Bar Association, com- 

posed of very able judges and lawyers, made a similar pro- 

posal. On that Committee were the late Judge Conway W. 

Sams, of BultimiiTe City; Judge John 11. Pattison, now of 

the Court of Appeals, of Dorchester County; Judge James 

II. (.'ovinoton, 0f Talbot County; William Grason, of Balti- 

more ('(iiiuiy; William C. Devacmon, of Allegany County; 

Uidaelv P. .Mclvin, of Amie Arundel County; Senator Blair 

l.ce. (,f .Moiitgeiuery County; Charles IT. Stanley, of Howard 

('onntv : and .1 ndge Alfred S. Xiles, of Baltimore City. It is 

a ditfieult matter at hest to find the proper material for mem- 

liersliip oti the Cmirt of Appeals ifl any part of the State, and 

we should not add to the difficulties by requiring selectionB to 

be made Cruni small districts. We think it of primary im- 

porhmce that the .Indies of the Appellate Court confine them- 

selves largely ti? appellate work, and we do not believe it to 

IK- wise tor their attention to be diverted from this all- 

important work to local circuit duties which must oftentimes 
be trivial in their nature. 

'i'here arc several reasons for suggesting an Appellate 

Court of five Judges, Investigation shows that some of the 

States find five Judges ample to handle their appellate work, 

and there should also be a tendency towards a greater cer- 

tainty in the law with a small Cburt. The Supreme Court 

of Appeals in Virginia, which handles about 225 cases a year 

has five Judges. The Supreme Judicial Court in Massachu- 

setts has seven Judges, but. one of those Judges is always en- 
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gaged, in licaiiiig spocial prerogative writ and special equity 
cases. With six Judges to handle the appellate work the 
-Massachnsctts Conrf. liaiidlcs from .'525 to 400 cases per 
year; and Judge Loring, late of that Court, is authority for 
the statement that .the Omrt can handle 490 cases. Our 
Court (if Appeals has averaged for the last four years, re- 
ported and mu-eported eases, about 166 decided cases eacli 
.roar. 

We believe that raising the jurisdiction of the Justices 
of the Peace, and the People's Court Justices as w© propose, 
will tend to decrease the business in the Court of Appeals, 
and we think thai live Judges would be ample to dispose of 
(lie work in thai ('mirl. 

We think iliat the Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench in 
lialtiniore should be clmrged with the duty of assigning the 
Judges of that Court to (lie respective Courts in that City, 
and that these assignments should be permanent in their 
nature. 

With the great vnlnine of business in the Baltimore Courts 
it is an nnsalislMrtnrv plan to liave an annual or periodical 
reassignment, of J ndges. I'nder such conditions, it is difficult 
for the nmst competent Judge who is constantly changed from 
law to equity or to criminal work, to do his best work. 

We also think the Supreme Bench should have the right to 
create divisions in any of the Courts and to assign particular 
classes of work to such divisions. As an illustration, we 
think that in a. large commercial and industrial city like 
Baltimore, there should be a commercial Court to handle com- 
mercial eases, to which should lie assigned a Judge or Judges, 
known to be especially equipped to handle such work. 



10 

We nrommciul that the Court of Appeals be giveu the 
power to make the rules of pleading, practice and procedure 
in law murts as well as in equity courts under proper super- 
vision hv the (leneral Assembly. Having this power the 
Court will lie charged with the duty of-seeing that such rules 
are put on a workable basis; and experience shows that the 
Courts will perform this duty properly. 

Kespectfully submitted, 

CIIAKJLES McII. HOWARD, 

WALTER H. BUCK, 

PIIITAP B. PERLMAN, 

CHARLES F. HARLET. 

|  rrtiTct that I   am unable to concur in all of the reeom- 
mendations of the aforegoing report, 

F. ISTEAL PARKE. 
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REPORT   OF  THE  SPECIAL   COMMITTEE  OF  THE 
JUDICIARY COMMISSION APPOINTED PUR- 

SUANT TO RESOLUTION PASSED 
MAY 28th, 1923. 

The Oommittee recommends: 

THE COURT OF APPEALS. 

The Court of Appeals shall have the same jurisdiction and 
powers of the present Court of Appeals. It shall consist of 
a Chief Judge and four Associate Judges. The Judges of 
the Court of Appeals shall, in the first instance, be appointed 
by the Covonioi-, iui.l may be chosen from any part of the 
State, without regard to residence. The Governor shall 
designate which one of the Hvc rnembers of said Court shall 

be the Chief Judge. 

Any persmi appointed by the Governor to the Court of 
Appeals shall hold oHicc until the tirst succeeding general 
State election. The mime of the person holding office by 
appointment shall \n: certified by the Secretary of State to 
the Board of Supervisors of Elections of the counties and of 
Baltimore City, and shall he placed by them upon the ballots 
used in said election, in the same manner as if such person 
had been nominated for such office by a political party. Other 
candidates for the office of Judge of the Court of Appeals 
may lie nominated by a petition filed with tin- Secretary of 
State. The petition shall contain the signatures of at least 
5,000 qualified voters. The General Assembly shall have 
power to limit the time within which, and to prescribe the 
conditions under which such petitions may be filed. No can- 
didate for Judge of the Court of Appeals shall be nominated 
by or represent any political party, and no party or other 
designation shall appear on the ballot after the name of any 
candidate for such office The names of all candidates for 
Judge of the Court of Appeals shall be grouped upon a sepa- 
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rate part i»f the Imllof, fraui the names of the nominees of 

politicul parties for other offices. The candidates for Judge 

of tlic ('onit of Appeals receiving the gi'eatest number of 

vote* sluill Iv ileclared to be elected for a term of 15 years 
from such election. 

In flic event that no person is nominated by petition, it 

shall iu.'t lie necessary for the Secretary of State to certify 

to the Pmanls of Supervisors of Election the name of the 

person holding office under appointment, but such person shall 

U' entitled to receive a commission from the tiovemor for a 

term of 15 years from the day of such election, in the same 
manner as if lie had hecn duly elected. 

Should the person holding office under appointment resign 

or die Irforr election tiny, or decline to become a candidate, 

the Covemor shall have power, and it shall be his duty, to fill 

the vneaney immediately or, in the case where the appointee 

ileelines to hero  a eaiiilidate for the regular term, to desig- 

nale some other person whose name shall bo placed upon the 

ballot, in substitution for the name of the appointee. In the 

event that no person is nominated by petition, the person so 

designated hy the Governor shall be entitled to a commission 

to hold the office of the Judge of the Court of Appeals for the 
regular term of 15 years. 

The eight Judges of the Court of Appeals who hold office 

at the time these provisions become effective shall continue as 

Judges of the Court of Appeals, but shall have no Circuit 

Court duty as such to perform, and said persons shall con- 

tinue in otfiee until the expiration of the terms for which they 

have been respectively chosen. The provisions relating to the 

nnmlier and the manner of selecting the Judges of the Court 

of Appeals shall not go into effect until January 1, IflST. 

From and after that date no vacancies in said Court, caused 

by death, resignation, or in any other manner, shall l>e tilled 

until said Court shall have less than five members. 
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nnvKHs OF THK mvm OF APPEALS. 

The Chief Jutlgo <>f tho Court of Appeals shall have power 
to assign any one or more of the Judges of the Court of 
Appeals to duty in any of the circuits of this State, pursuant 
to regulations to he adopted by the Court of Appeals, and 
said Chief Judge shall by virtue of his office, have power to 
sit in any Court in any of the Circuits of this State. The 
Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals shall also have power 
pursuant to regulations adopted as aforesaid, to assign any 
 f Hi    LwJgtw : y td tim Gi ito id titm Stofai to 

one or more of the Judges in any of the Circuits of this 
State to duty in any other Circuit of this State. 

The Court of Appeals shall have power to make, alter, 
abulisb ami amend all laws ami rules: (a) for regulating the 
terms, sittings* ami vacations of the Court of Appeals, the 
Circuit. Courts for the various Circuits of this State, and the 
Common Law ami Kquitv Courts ot Baltimore City; and also 
for regulating the pleading, practice and procedure therein; 
(/;) for regulating the methods of keeping the dockets, effects 
and conducting the business of all of the Clerks of the Court, 
and Registers of Wills and Sheriffs in this State, including 
the dockets, effects and business of any of the Justices of the 
Peace in this State or any Courts or offices which may take 
over the duty of handling said dockets for said Justices or for 
such Courts as may take the place thereof, provided, however, 
that the General Assembly, by a special law limited to such 
purpose may alter, abolish and amend any such rules as pre- 
scribed by the Court of Appeals, and may from time to time, 
prescribe and limit, by such special law or laws the powers 
of said Court of Appeals as set out in subdivisions (a,), and 
(//) hereof. The Judges in the various circuits of this State, 
including the Judges of the Supreme Bench in the Eighth 
Cimiit shall also have the same powers and duties with re- 
spect to the business of their respective Circuits as are given 
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to fcho Civnrt ivf Ap\Hn\ls, provided, however; that the said 
Jndgpi? in t\ic various Circuits and in Baltimore City sliall 
not cxen'iso :my nf said power without the approval of the 
Court of Appeals and it shall be the duty of the Clerk of 
the Court of Appeals to keep an official record of any rules or 
regulations made by the Court, of Appeals or the Courts in 
any of the Circuits of this State. 

The Court of Appeals shall also have full power and 
authority to provide for admissions to the Ear of this State, 
and-tta-drwi>4mtfT«»fm4 rgnwwHyfrf-^he meimhers thereof, 
and shall provide rules therefor to be observed by the Courts 
in all the Circuits of this State. 

Ft shall i.e the duty of_thc Chief Judge of the Court of 
Appeal- to make an animal report to the Governor of the 
State eoneernin^ (he workings of the judicial system in Mary- 
land ami said Chief Judge shall have power to require the 
Attorney General, and the State's Attorneys for the various 
counties, the Clerks of the Courts, the Registers of Wills, the 
Sheriffs and other public nftWrs to furnish him with the in- 
formation necessary or convenient for the purposes of such 
report. 

THE nmTJT rorim OF THE COTNTIES AMJ THE 
sri'HE.ME   BENCH  OF   BALTIMORE   CITY. 

The eight Judicial Circuits of this State shall be continued 
as at present, and the Associate Judges therein shall con- 
tinue in office until the expiration of the terms for which 
they were respectively elected. In each of the first seven of 
the said Circuits, there shall be a Chief Judge and two Asso- 
ciate Judges, chosen as at present, lint the Chief Judges of 
said Circuits shall not l>e memlxn-s of the Court of Appeals. 
Tf the changes suggested herein arc adopted, the Governor 
shall desiguafe one nf the Associate Judges in (Mich of the first 
seven of said Circuits as Chief Judge for such Circuits and 
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at tho succeeding general State election an Associate Judge 
in each of the first seven of said Circuits shall be elected 
in the manner now provided by the Constitution, except in 
tho Third Circuit where there are at present three Associate 

Judges. 

In the Eighth Circuit, there shall be a Chief Judge and ten 
Associate Judges of the Supreme Bench of Bnltimoro City. 
Said Judges shall be chosen as at present, and the persons in 
office at the time these provisions take effect shall continue 
therein until the expiration of the terms for which they were 

respectively elected. 

The Judges of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City may, 
from time to time, make such divisions of the Common Taw 
and Equity Courts in Baltimore as they may think proper, 
either for the prevention of delays, or for the purpose of 
assigning particular classes of eases or business to any of 

such divisions. 

It shall be tho duty of the Chief Judge of the Supreme 
Bench of Baltimore City to assign the several members of the 
Supreme Bench to the Common Taw Courts and Equity 
Courts, or any particular division thereof. Such assignments 

shall be permanent, but said Chief Judge shall have power, 
from time to time, to change such assignments either perma- 
nently or temporarily, in cases of emergency or because of the 
excess of business in any of said divisions, or because the 
change of any such assignment is expedient for the better 
administration of justice. 

COMPENvSATION OF JUDGES. 

The salaries of the Judges of the Court of Appeals and 
of the Associate Judges in the first seven Circuits of this 
State and of the Judges of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore 
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City, shall be the same as are now provided. The saJaries 
of the Chief Jnclfje for the first seven Circuits shall be the 
same as are now l>cuig" paid to the Associate Judges of the 
said Cimiits. The General Assembly shall have power, from 
time to time, to increase the salaries of any of the Judges in 
this State. 

The .Mayor and City Council of Baltimore shall bavc au- 
thority Jo pay to eaeh of the Judges of the Supreme Bench 
an annual addition to their respective salaries; provided that 
the same lieiug once granted shall not be diminished during 
the continnancc of said Judges in office. Any of the counties 
in the first seven Circuits shall have authority to pay the 
Chief Judge and Associate Judges of the Circuit an annual 
addition to their respective salaries, and all of the counties 
embraced in any one of the first seven Circuits, may, by agree- 
ment, provide for an annual addition to the salaries of the 
Chief Judge and Associate Judges, and for determining the 
share of such additional salary which each county will con- 
tribute: provided that an additional salary being once granted 
shall not l>e diminished during the continuance of said Judges 
in office. 

POWKJ}   OF   THE   GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  TO  CHANGE  JURIS- 

DICTIOS OF COirKTS IN THE EIGHT CIKCU1TS. 

The General Assembly shall have power to re-apportion, 
change, enlarge or diminish the jurisdiction of any of the 
Courts in any of the eight Circuits in the State, and to abolish 
any of the said Courts and to add the powers and duties of 
said Courts, and of any of the officers thereof, to any other 
Court or Courts now in existence or hereafter to be created 
by said General Assembly. The General Assembly shall 
also have power to restrict the right of removal in civil cases. 
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so that any of .Hiich casos may only be removed to any other 
Court or division thereof, in the same Circuit in which said 
case arose. Such powers in the General Assembly shall also 
extend to the Orphans' Courts and the officers thereof in the 
several countips in this State and in Baltimore City. 

The General Assembly shall have power to add additional 
Judgeships in any of the eight Circuits, and also the power to 
abolish any one or more Judgeships in any of the said Cir- 
cuits, but such power shall not be used so as to reduce the 
term for which any Judge has been elected. 

CIVIL JUUI.SUICTION OF JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 

The civil jurisdiction of the .Justices of the Peace in the 
several counties of this State and of the Justices of the Peace 
in Baltimore City shall be increased to $500.00. Appeals 
from judgments of Justices of the Peace in civil cases shall 
be allowed as now provided. Any of the Circuit Judges of 
the counties or of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City shall 
have power, in cases of extraordinary interest or importance 
arising on appeal from a Justice of the Peace to grant, upon 
proper application, a certificate of reasonable doubt upon 
which an appeal may be taken to the Court of Appeals. The 
General Assembly shall have power to determine the class of 
cases in which such certificates mav be allowed. 

CKEATION OF INFERIOR COURTS. 

The General Assembly shall have power to prescribe the 
number of the Justices of the Peace and Constables in the 
several counties, and in Baltimore City, and to abolish such 
offices in any one or more of said counties, and in Baltimore 
City, or in any subdivision of a county or in any municipal 
corporation located in a county. 
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>e General Assembly may establish county, municipal or 
other Courts in the place of said Justices of the Peace, and 
provide for the appointment of the Judges of such Courts, the 
Constables, Clerks and such other assistants as may be necesr 
sarv properly to conduct the business of such Courts. The 
General Assembly may also transfer the jurisdiction and 
powers of Justices of the Peace to any Courts now existing or 
hereafter established. 

CHAKLES MCH. HOWAED, 

WALTER H. BUCK, 

PiriLir B. PERLMAN, 

CHAKLES F. HARLEY. 

1 regret that I am unable to concur in all of the recom- 
ineiidntions of the foregoing report. 

F. NEAL PABKE, 
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CASKS  DIKIDKJJ  ItX COl'ltT OF AT/'KALS. 

Baltimore City 108 
Coimtios: 

Allegauy  1 
Anne Aruwlcl    ,.. 8 
r.nltiiiKirc     0 
OalTO-t  '.  2 
Caroline    •"> 
Carroll     4 
(Vril     -2 
('hallos     
iMirclu'ster   .  1 
Frcdcrirlv     8 
Carrel t     1 
Ilarlonl      3 
Howard     2 
Kent  
Montgomery     5 
Prince George's   3 
Queeu Anne's   
St. Mary's     1 
Somerset   1 
Talbot     1 
Washington     5 
Wicomico     3 
Worcester    2 

Total   108 127 196 176 

1!»20. nai. li)2; 

so 124 102 

y 5 8 
') 2 •) 

5 12 10 

^ 1 
3 2 5 

1 4 

1 
2 •> 2 

1) 1! 2 
, , 1 
7 3 5 
0 5 0 

2 7 3 
3 2 3 
1 3 2 
2 ,  , 
1 2 

2 
1 

3 5 12 
2 7 2 

2 3 



'/"yhdr^ dUn 

Xt. ^ iw 

A   *0| Ml   M(A^   TO   MICOHUAMfcfc 
I IIK Jl inviABY.   ' 

If Ihf i>rf««iil J/igixUtlir* 4'>rti )!«•/.• 
*\*f fit (hta KrMili.ii •nrpt Hitopt t|ie 
pUn «ii1>ml(t«d b; llif Jmli'-liirf flom- 
nii»Floi) td lift the r«w)il of A pilule'mi t 
of llir nnlir of piitiiNr,< {<v\Mr\ and 
ktirke frum ii lli» klMiikln* «rf rirrnli 
"rlfclioii. ft nil) liutt .>i'i.»d {>, Hl*ie 
Wfll. i ', | 

Ii in iMiroriuuKj.f difi'i ili r> g«t UK I 
yrrh to iijier. nnf Iho oonmlsuloW if, ! 
uiifnrtviimii'l.r. nof!> nnK .1 Its rrciMji-l 
mrmlalloim. Yrl • lit ^I'tl*' fimpoftt^ j 
wym to Till. Si." -•> m.n.il nnd mi.*. I 
\o (rnlmlj   |fa.-,uiit<   i.mliu' \jiil]y tif<Ati 

F ' ===== 
tb*t it IK difficult to •«« what rcanon* 
other, than political one*, or pcraonal 
OIIOR, or cectional onra, ran be (tirfii for 
opposition. T'ndoiiUtedl.v, tli* •rntlFmrn 
who dinapprove the report are just aa 
ainrere acd well meanlnf aa tliotie who 
faror it, ^it it doea aeem to Tut. BrN 
that they rould not bare looked at the 
thint tb a refilly broad and enlifhtened 
way. . 

Thla opinion ^eein« to be confirmed 
bj their inabilitj to acree among tbem- 
aelrea <m a *minoritr report and the 
further (act that one of the diaaentera 
waa a jpember of the ap*cial e«mmitt«« 
of the Bar AKaoriatlon which three, 
yeara ago declared for a State-wide 
Court of Appeals, pointed out- that 
Maryland waa fallint far behind in the 
admlnirtrfllion of juitice and that the 
time had come for a reorganization of 
(the whple judicial tyMem—which are 
exactly the thinga the present plan pro- 
poeen io do. 

The plain fort is that erery inielilgent, 
uablaaed lawyer—to cay nothing of 
laymen of that type—knows there ia 
something wrong with our judiciary 
system, that it does not function aa it 
should and that it ought not to be quite 
ao hard to get good men to serve as it 
now is. Two of the thftagv that have 
helped bring about these canditionn are, 
first, the necessity for a judicial candi- 
date to aeek his nomination in a party, 
primary, and, second, the restriction to 
narrow judicial circuits in the selection 
of Court of Appeals candidates. 

Tht commission proposes a perfectly 
simple, non-revolutionary and workable 
plan to correct both these things—and 
proposes It In » way free from any real 
objection so far aa we fan aee. 

It would certainly be a gratifying 
•nd heartening thing to have the Gov- 
ernor, who is a lawyer, and the mem- 
bers of the bar nnd the bench through- 
out the State, regardless of politics, get 
behind such a proposition as this and 
put it over, Instead of baring the 
squabbling, side stepping and buck 
pasKing which always in the past haa 
prevented the lawyerc fVom achieving 
the professional reforms to which they 
so aolemnly pledge tbemselres In the 
hlgh-eoundlng resolutions of their an- 
nual meetings. 
 -•- 1  


